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You can find womonspace at: 
Audrey’s Books, B&D Emporium, GLCCE, 
Prism, Planned Parenthood, The Roost, 


Womonspace dances 


womonspace is a publication of the 
Womonspace Social and Recreational 
Society of Edmonton, a non-profit 
volunteer organization. Our purpose 
is to inform and entertain our 
members and other interested lesbians. 


The opinions expressed in 
womonspace do not necessarily reflect 
the opinions of the Womonspace 
Board. The events, organizations and 
establishments publicized are not 
necessarily supported by womonspace. 


Material submitted becomes the 
property of womonspace. We reserve 
the right to edit for length and 
content, and to refuse publication. 
Submissions will be published on 
Womonspace’s website, unless 
otherwise agreed. 
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Editor: Suzanne Dawson 
Designer: Marcey Andrews 
Advertising Representative: Terri Hayes 
Distributor: Marlene Checknita 
Webmaster: Jan Provick 
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NEXT ISSUES 
June - Women’s Music 
July/August - Body Adornment 
September - Pets . 


We welcome submissions up to 500 
words of interest to local lesbians. 
Letters to the editor, short fiction, 

articles, book or movie reviews, 

poetry, artwork or photographs 

(minimum 200 dpi files) are all 
welcomed. 


Forward your submissions by: 
MAIL 
womonspace, Box 128, Main PO, 
Edmonton, AB, T5] 3K4 
PHONE 
780.482.1794 
E-MAIL 
womonspace@hotmail.com 
WEBSITE 
www.gaycanada.com/womonspace/ 
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guest editorial 


Mexico City 


s we made our lurching descent 

into the valley that cradles Mexico 

City, a honeycombed landscape 
of beaten down buildings filled the 
cabin window to my right. Looking past 
the tattooed man sitting next to me, I 
could just make out the peaks of the 
legendary volcanoes of Iztaccihuatl and 
Popocatepetel. Outside the terminal, the 
air sagged with the heavy weight of 
pollution. It slowly inched its way across 
my skin like an oily rag, leaving a 
residue I would learn to live with for a 
very long time. Much like the memories 
that were left behind by the woman 
that brought me there. 

A year before, I was on vacation in 
Puerto Vallarta after a long, arduous 
project at work. I had so little energy 
left in me, that my only agenda for 
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Ags; by Marcey Andrews 


COMES 


those two weeks was to enjoy plenty of 
cold drinks, ocean views, and warm 
sunshine. A few days into my stay, as 
I collected my things to head to the 
beach, she walked into the courtyard of 
the small villa where I was staying. My 
jaw literally plunged to the cobble- 
stones. She was stunning. In the time it 
took me to gather my senses and scram- 
ble to appear unfazed by her presence, 
she had vanished. I quickly assumed it 
to be one of those brief moments in 
time that get etched in your memory 
and stay there forever. I filed it away, 
threw my backpack over my shoulder, 
and headed to the beach with a little 
smile on my face. 

As fate would have it, we met again, 
only this time the moment would not 
be so brief. A week later, when I boarded 


Canada has a new lesbian glossy (a la Curve 
and Girlfriends) called Desire Magazine: For 
Women Who Love Women. It’s billing itself 
as “Canada’s first nationally represented 
magazine that caters to the lesbian, bisexual, 
bi-curious and transgender community. 
Editorial content reflects Canadian women 
and their triumphs over adversity, humorous 
engagements, and thought provoking views 
on life. Desire Magazine also aims to provide 


women the means and opportunity to meet other like-minded individuals and have 
some fun.” The best part? It is created and published in Calgary. To subscribe to 


Desire, go to www.desiremag.com. 


NOUS (OUWVENS eNASer- 


In a landmark decision on March 19, the 
Quebec Court of Appeal quashed an attempt by 
the Catholic Civil Rights League to appeal the 
Hendricks decision, making Quebec the third 
province to permit same-sex couples to marry. 

“This is a great day for Quebec and a great 
day for Canada,” said Bob Gallagher, National 
Coordinator for Canadians for Equal Marriage. 
“Now same-sex couples can marry in provinces 
that represent over 70% of Canada’s population. 
The only question that remains is when all of 
Canada will benefit from equal marriage for 
Same-sex couples.” 

“Thousands of gay and lesbian couples have 
already been married in B.C. and Ontario,” said 
Gilles Marchildon, Executive Director of Egale. 
“As far as ’m aware, not one single heterosexual 


Michael Hendricks, right, and Rene couple has called off their wedding as a result. 


Leboeuf exchange rings during a 
wedding ceremony in a Montrec 


, Instead, Canada has earned a reputation as one 


courtroom, Thursday, April 1, 2004 of the most progressive countries in the world.” 
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saturday, may 1, 11 pm 
Candidate Show for the Court at 
Prism Bar and Grill, 10524 - 101 St. 
Call 990-0038. 


april 30 to may 3, 9:30 pin 
Secret Things. Sandrine and 
Nathalie meet while being fired 
from a strip club and soon they 
dare each other into a lesbian affair. 
They decide to make their new 
sexual exploits work for them, 
getting office jobs and sleeping their 
way up the corporate ladder. In 
French with subtitles. Metro 
Cinema in the Citadel Theatre. Call 
425-9212. 


wednesday, may 5, 7 pin 
Rainbow Slopitch Game. Parkallen 
field, 111 St. and 68 Ave. Come 
early to register. For more details, 
contact Tina at 423-9925 or 


fixitina@shaw.ca 


sunday, may 16, 1-4 pm 
Out is In interactive workshop 
about homophobia and safety in 
schools for parents and kids. 
Education Building, University of 
Alberta. For details or to RSVP, 
contact Kristy or Lynn at 
492-0767 or outisin@ualberta.ca 


saturday, may 22, 4 pm 
Edmonton Women's picnic at 
Hawrelak Park. Call Tracey at 
619-9723. 


saturday, may 29, 9 pm 
Painting Daisies with guests The 
Almost Leather Band. Sidetrack 
Café. Cost: $10. 


saturday, may 29, 11 pm 
Ball Fever at Prism Bar and Grill, 
10524 - 101 St. Call 990-0038. 
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Thanks to Julie Lloyd for her 
great MCing of the auction. 


guest editorial 


the plane to go home, | knew that my 
life was never going to be the same. In 
a matter of days, the road ahead of me 
had split. She had me hook, line, and 
sinker and frankly, I didn’t care what 
happened to me. I quit the dream job, 
said teary-eyed farewells to the great 
friends, and kissed my quality of life 
goodbye. It was an impetuous display 
of irresponsibility and I loved every 
minute of it. 


Dos Caminos.. 
HE 


. continued from page |. 


Mexico City was where she lived and 
for six months, that’s where we stayed. 
Her family and friends were warm and 
welcoming. One of her brothers in par- 
ticular amused himself on a regular basis 
by tutoring me in Spanish. During more 
than a few practice sessions, he had me 
ordering things like palomitas con 
cucarachas (popcorn with cockroaches) 
as he doubled over howling in the line- 
up beside me. On other occasions, their 
mother would burst out laughing while 
I practised my lessons—lessons I later 
found out would have had my own 
mother hauling out the soap. 

At first the city itself was over- 
whelming with its hum and bustle and 
constant attack on the senses. The 
streets had a life of their own and they 
were energizing and enthralling in 
comparison to the lackluster pulse of 
Edmonton. Twenty million people 
fought their way around me daily for a 
little bit of elbow room and I was more 


Day trip to Teotihuacan, just outside Mexico City 


than happy to share my space. But even- 
tually it became suffocating. Everyday 
tasks became exercises in moves and 
countermoves. Much like the inconve- 
nience that winter brings to Canada, the 
pure congestion of human bodies made 
even the smallest errand a huge under- 
taking. I began to sense that while the 
history of the city surrounding me could 
have been an incredibly powerful anchor, 
it was never going to feel like home. 
Our sights shifted back to Puerto 
Vallarta and within two weeks we were 
living 100 feet from the Pacific, having 
Spanish eggs and fresh orange juice 
under a balcony of thick tropical trees. 
She got into the real estate boom and I 
landed a job as a designer with a maga- 
zine publisher. The magazines were 
bilingual so my English-speaking back- 
ground was not only welcomed but also 
encouraged. At the same time, because 
I was working with bilingual layouts, 
Spanish slowly started to creep into my 
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guest editorial 


vocabulary. Six months later over lunch 
with friends, they stopped me mid- 
sentence to point out that I was carrying 
on a full conversation in Spanish with- 
out appearing to know it. From that 
moment on, the possibilities became 
endless. 

Once again, good fortune had led 
me to a state of fruition. I had the 
dream job again, great friends around 
me, and a quality of life to feel content 
with. We lived our lives, made plans, 
had dreams, had fights, worked hard, 
played harder, and paid the bills. It 
wasn’t a perfect life by any means, but 
it was happy. Or at least I thought so. 

Within a year she became increas- 
ingly absent from the relationship and 
it became increasingly apparent that 
I was about to be stranded in a foreign 
country. There was no rhyme or reason 
to any of it—just bad timing. Right 
from the beginning of our relationship, 
I knew full well what her demons were 
and she knew mine. We weighed the 
risks and tried anyways. We knew there 
would be hurdles both geographically 
and culturally. We overcame them both. 
But in the end, her demons got the best 
of her. I got the rest of her. And what 
was left was not enough. 


Dos GaonmiOs:. «4 continued. 


I got my own apartment in the 
marina and life continued to go well 
otherwise. My career blossomed, as did 
the newfound friendships but a restless 
feeling slowly crept in and I started 
noticing a tug to pack up and go. By the 
time the rainy season had set in, she 
and I were no longer in contact at all. 
Shortly after that, the horizon dipped 
and there appeared a new crossroad in 
the distance. Only this time, one of 
them led home. 

The flight was bittersweet. I cried 
most of the way through Mexican air 
space but I was never certain whether 
it was sadness or happiness that led me 
to do so. By the time we were over the 
Grand Canyon, the merciful numbness 
that comes after a good cry had settled 
in and I stayed wrapped in its arms the 
rest of the way home. 

When I stepped out of the terminal 
in Edmonton, and took a deep breath 
of that crisp, clean November air, I felt 
my anchor sink deep into the prairie 
dirt. I had come full circle. At the 
crossing I came upon over two years 
ago, | followed the road that promised 
to take me far away. In the end, it 
brought me even closer to home.¥ 
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At home in Vallarta 


Community news 


Out is In 


by Kristy Harcourt 


lesbian mom ts called to school 
because her teenage son has been 
fighting. He tells her that another 
kid called his mom a “dyke” and so he 
fought the kid to defend her honour. He 
is reprimanded and the other child isn’t. 

A girl in elementary school struggles 
to draw her family tree. She wonders 
whether others will understand her 
transgender parent. 

In almost every school, there are 
children from families with lesbian, 
gay, bisexual or transgender parents or 
guardians. Parents and guardians hope 
for the best school experience, hoping 
that homophobia won’t add to the 
already difficult mix of issues faced in 
school. Children strive to fit in, often 
unsure whether or how to explain that 
their family structure differs from the 
norm of television and classroom 
examples. 

Out Is In is an arts-based education 
project that aims to highlight the 
resilience and survival of young people 
facing homophobia/transphobia. Out 
Is In is working towards an interactive 


july/august topic... 


bODy AVORNMENT 


Tattoos, make-up, pIercings, b 


HO\J do you make your outside mirrors Our Inside? 


Send your photos and thoughts by June a) (maximum 500 Words) te Womenspace@hotmail. 


public display for Pride Week 2004 
about the presence of lgbt and allied 
youth, and youth from Igbt families in 
Alberta schools. 

Parents and/or kids are invited to 
take part in an interactive workshop 
about their hopes and fears about 
homophobia or safety in schools. This 
free afternoon event of storytelling, 
writing, drawing and snacks will bring 
together parents and kids to share 
about school experiences. 

This workshop aims to brainstorm 
about challenges families face, with a 
focus on solutions and positive out- 
comes. Through art and words, we will 
tell the world that Igbt issues and 
homophobia/transphobia matter in 
our schools. The workshop will take 
place on Sunday, May 16th from 1 to 
4 p.m. in the Education Building on 
the University of Alberta campus. 
Please contact Kristy or Lynn at 492- 
0767 or outisin@ualbert.ca for details 
and to R.S.V.P 

Out Is In is supported by the 
Department of Justice Canada and the 
Department of Educational Policy 
Studies at the University of Alberta. 
www.ualberta.ca/~outisin¥ 


reast reduct }on 
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Would you like to 
interview members 


of our community 


for womonspace 


news? 


Contact 


womonspace@hotmail.com 


REMK 


£ RA« 
Real Estate 


Independently Owned and Operated 


Deanna Vath. s.a. 


Agent 


Bus: (780) 488-4000 


#100 - 10510 - 121 Street 

Edmonton, Alberta TSN 1L4 

Fax: (780) 426-5700 

Toll Free: 1-800-275-8191 

Email: deanna@edmontonproperties.com 
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EMPORIUM 


Clothing for bad 
boys and girls 


9652 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton 


780-428-LTHR 


426 8th Ave. S.E. 
Calgary 
403-265-7789 


Fetish, latex, leather, PVC 


Ad ‘JeUjee| ‘xa}e] ‘YSHe4 


Magazines, pride supplies, boots and shoes 


MONDAYS! 
VARAOLE (vesdays 


WINGY WEDNESDAYS 
ave herve! 


ist thursday of 
the month MUSIC PORTS 


fridtye) GAT 
silurdiy “ENE NIGHTS... 
call for details 


Ful restaurant mea 


now available 


10524-101 Street 


Foy move into ca\l o—0028 


Crossroads 


The Kiss 


by Karen Hofmann 


orty years ago I was just shy of 

16. [had been suicidal for about 
five years and I was bringing my 
plans to completion, even down to pur- 
posefully leaving no note. I was one of 
a crowd of odd students each of whom 
stood out in their own way. 

Some of my friends noticed that I had 
become increasingly withdrawn that 
spring, and even more quiet and sub- 
dued lately. One day I was sitting in the 
library at the end of the school day, the 
day before my planned barbiturate pic- 
nic. Three girls of my group came to the 
library to seek me out, worried about 
my preoccupation to be alone. I noticed 
something special about the one I barely 
knew, Pam. She seemed to reach out and 
touch me by just looking at me. It was 
a penetrating gaze that took my breath 
away. There was something beyond her, 
something looking through her, looking 
through me. I was dumbstruck and hes- 
itantly put my suicide plans on hold to 
reconsider what this might mean. I began 
to cultivate a friendship with Pam and 
took exception with those who tended 
to marginalize or make disparaging 
remarks about her. 

I was a year ahead of Pam in high 
school, and one day she invited me over 
to help her with homework. We were 
alone as we took a break and sat 
together in the living room. There was 
an awkward silence, and then I felt drawn 
to turn to her and kiss her. And when 
she kissed back I experienced a frightful 
bright flash, a split second glimpse into 
a future. It left me uncertain as to what 
I saw in that perhaps 
heartache and sorrow, perhaps joy and 
fulfillment, perhaps all that and more. 

Our friendship expanded to encom- 
pass more shared experiences. I was ever 


moment, 


mindful that we were headed for diffi- 
cult times. As I fell in love, I agonized 
over the tears that would surely come, 
and scolded myself for drawing her into 
a love affair instead of carrying on with 
my planned suicide. And then one night 
as we kissed, she slipped her tongue 
into my mouth and I melted. My joy was 
overwhelming. I would live for her, I 
would struggle on for her happiness, 
expecting that I would not have to live 
long anyway, but whatever time we had 
together, would be for her. I realized that 
I loved her more than life. Even more 
profound, I knew I loved her more than 
death. 

It’s 40 years later. After living together 
for almost 36 years, and two grown up 
children, we are still very much in love. 
Pam and I taught our children what we 
had learned: listen to your soul and 
follow your heart.¥ 


Roads Taken 
by Tara Woloschuk 


a came to the infamous “be gay or 
i pretend to be straight” crossroads 
when I was 19 years old. Still living 
at home, I had just met my partner of 
nearly four years on the Internet. We had 
been corresponding using instant mes- 
saging for about a month or two, and 
we were definitely falling for each other. 
You really have to watch it with instant 
messaging, though, especially if you’re 
using a shared family computer. If you 
forget to log off and your sexy Aussie 
girlfriend-to-be decides to send you some 
naughty messages, an unsuspecting family 
member might be in for a real shock 
when they sit down at the computer! 
So my crossroads appeared when 
my mother confronted me, asking why 
a girl was sending me these messages. 


article continues at top of next page... 
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Crossroads 


(Something tells me she wouldn’t have 
been quite so upset if it had been a 
guy...) [decided in that moment to start 
my journey out of the closet and down 
the bumpy road that has been taken by 
many a gay and lesbian before me. | 
told her I might be bi. 

This path inevitably has another fork 
in the road for lesbians: continuing to 
pretend to be bi (and giving your poor 
parents false hope) or admitting to your- 
self and to the world that the possibility 
of you meeting the right man someday 
is non-existent. After coming to terms 
with the fact that I’m gay, I chose the 
path of honesty and told my parents the 
truth. 

The lesbian road has some pretty 
serious potholes, especially right at the 


Emigré 
by C] 

am he storms away, 
going back to the 
ae bedroom to sleep 
again. I stand leaning 
, against the wall staring 
#é @ in disbelief. She had 
just slammed me against the wall three 
times in succession. The look in her 
eyes told me if I didn’t do what I was 
told she’d kill me. Just like when she 
told me if I ever left her she’d kill me. 
Icrumple to the floor and sob quietly. 
Finally the day comes—November 
4, 1997. | awake at 4:30 AM and move 
quietly downstairs. I open the garage 
door and pretend to be getting fresh 
air in case she awakens. I’m not even 
allowed to go the bathroom without 
her so being outside at all will evoke 
wrath anew. When it’s obvious she 
isn’t coming down I begin moving the 
items to my truck—just a laundry 
basket with some clothes, a couple of 
books and minor memorabilia. 
Slowly backing out, watching for the 


beginning! P'd say the worst one is the 
grief my parents experienced as they had 
to let go of the expectations they had 
had of me and my life. I seriously con- 
sidered turning the car around and trying 
to find a map to navigate out of the 
mess I had gotten myself into. But I just 
kept on going, past the part where it’s a 
huge family secret, past the day when 
Mom cries because I'll never marry and 
have children the way “normal” girls do, 
and past the fear that my relationship 
with my parents will never be the same. 

Luckily, the road smoothed out and 
the scenery brightened as my parents 
came to accept who | am. It’s certainly 
not perfect, but the trick is not to 
expect it to be. The road less traveled 
by never is.¥ 


tell-tale light to iIluminate in the win- 
dow above the garage, telling me she 
is up and IJ had better get the hell out 
of there. But it never comes on. Not 
while I could see it. I drive away. 

I can’t describe my elation when I 
reach the highway. I am on my way 
to St. Louis. And then...ohmygod 
ohmygod if I go back now maybe 
She'll never know and I'll be OK. She 
won't be mad. “Are you nuts?” I say 
to myself. If She doesn’t kill you today 
or tomorrow, She will eventually. And 
then I scream. Not from terror but 
from joy. 1am free. OH MY GOD. I 
can’t believe it. 

Now we're in January of 1998. I 
have a good job working for a local 
security Company and am staying 
with a friend. Then it happens. I don’t 
remember what the email from Her 
said—not all of it anyway. The 
phrase, “I know where you are” just 
sticks...right there...in my gut. I’ve 
got to go—get out of here. I think 
that’s one thing that’s stayed with me. 


article continues on page 10... 
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Crossroads 


Remind me why? 


by t.j.b. shell 


he amber flashes and I ease my 

way to a stop. It’s dark, the lights 

illuminate the street and it seems 
almost deserted, the steady stream of 
passing cars asleep for the night. People 
scurrying, huddled up in big parkas. But 
not these three. They pass the front of my 
car in clothes barely warm enough for 
weather twenty degrees warmer, yet they 
are the ones who stroll by. They flash a 
look my way, and instantly I look away— 
not for the feeling of being caught, but in 
that look I catch something I wasn’t 
expecting. A glimpse of myself. 

They carry a certain assurance in their 
stride, in a way reminding me of myself 
not so long ago and yet forever in another 
mind. Not so long ago it was my feet that 
owned the pavement. This was my domain, 
my territory, not in a dominating way but 
in the way that I felt like I fit into this place. 
Maybe it owned me, but I didn’t mind. 

I feel an ache come across my chest as 
I faintly smile at the flood of memories I 
allow to rush back into my mind. To the 
days when I first roamed these streets, lived 
and breathed them to life. Still, an ache 
was there for the girl who also roamed 
them alone, seemingly content enough, but 
sometimes all too far alone. Yet there was 
a strange pleasure that countered that void. 
The void sparked a creativity that became 
her true love. 

I wonder in awe at how I ever got by, 
but then I was free and that pushed me 
through. Free from the restraints the adult 
world puts around you, the adult chains 
of a career, the adult handcuffs of the cor- 
porate world—the world I entered into 
and became a slave. Shackled from my 
carefree spirit, stripped of youth, silenced 
of my creativity. A loss all too dear and 
mourned still. The eyes of the optimist 
and naive torn out of being, only now 
able to look back. Back to a time when I 
didn’t know where I was going, what I 
was doing, but harboured a yearning for 


a life locked in my conscious that pushed 
me onwards. That yearning gave me pas- 
sion, gave me a zest for life, and kept me 
hungry for the next creative meal. 

Sure, there were things I would do 
differently, and I would not want to live 
through the youthful pettiness, drama and 
power trips again, but a part of that time 
remains locked away from me now. That 
part is freedom. I was free in my soul; that 
spread to assurance in my stride. I had 
that once, but now it is gone, along with 
my freedom. Tied ball and chain to a 
desk. What I wouldn’t give to be back at 
the bottom of the feeding pole living on 
minimum wage just to be able to taste 
that again. Hard to believe that I came to 
a point in my life where I wanted the 9 to 
5, but now all I want is the chance to go 
back. But hind sight is 20/20 and we all 
know we can never go back. 

The light blinks to green and I ease 
through the intersection. The memories 
locked away for another day.¥ 


Crossroads 


Emiugré... 


continued from page 9. 


The whole need to be ready to run at any 
time. Maybe that’s why I never bothered 
to acquire even a bed frame or sofa since 
I left my home. I can grab the few impor- 
tant things and go. And now I have to 
run again. 

In February of 1998 I enter Canada. 
I love what I find. I’m in a place that I 
don’t always feel like ’'ve got to run; 
sometimes I don’t even worry about it. 
I have some really good friends, a good 
job, and a supportive loving family. Don’t 
get me wrong—TI still don’t have a bed 
frame and my sofa is inflatable (god, I 
love Ikea). I still won’t use my Social 
Security number and avoid news cam- 
eras like the plague. 

This is my home; it’s like no place 
Ive ever been. I love it in Canada and 
I will never leave—not even if She finds 
me again.¥ 
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JUNE 18 - 27 


Edmonton’s GLBT History Display 
Edmonton Pioneer Wall of Fame 
(our pioneers past & present) 


FRIDAY, JUNE 18 


2004 Pride Awards 
SATURDAY, JUNE 19 
June 18 - 27 S 
. ’ ride Parade 
Celebrating Edmonton = After Parade Beer Gardens 
Centennial & Showcasing On Stage Entertainment 
Edmonton’s GLBT History including “San Francisco Cheer” 
Children’s Activities 
CALLING VOLUNTEERS ERBA* Business Fair 
don’t miss the chance to be part of it! *Edmonton Rainbow Business Association 
E-mail Lance: f 
volunteers@prideedmonton.org 2004 Unity Dance 
coordinated by Womonspace 
AD RATES SUNDAY, JUNE 20 
FOR THE PRIDE PULLOUT EVM Pride Concert 
IN VUE MAGAZINE 
NOW AVAILABLE THURSDAY, JUNE 24 
ads@prideedmonton.org Acts of Pride 


A series of short Queer themed 
theatre productions (interested in 
bringing a production to stage...contact Pride) 


SATURDAY, JUNE 26 


NOMINATE someone for 
a PRIDE AWARD! 


awards@prideedmonton.org 


Want a table at the 2004 Pride Dance 
ERBA Business Fair at the Polish Hall @ 8 PM 
Contact Neil at SUNDAY, JUNE 27 


nchamney@telusplanet.net 


OR Bill at 422-6207 Edmonton’s Centennial 


Pancake Birthday Brunch 
& Penny Carnival 
SPONSORED BY THE BIG FRESH 
A traditional Alberta style 
“Pancake Breakfast” 
at Gay Standard Time! 


NEXT GENERAL MEETING: 
June9@7PM 
At GLCCE: #45, 9912-106 St 


C selines 20 This is an event for the whole family! 
Cuateav Pei AND MANY OTHER EVENTS 
780.413.7122 oto hl Sa ctiy en ALL WEEK LONG! 


vueweex.y HEW EVM | www.prideedmonton.org 


EDMONTON 
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Community news 


s most of us know, the membership 

of GLCCE voted at their March 

AGM to dissolve the society and 
close the community center on July 31, 
2004. Membership also established an 
interim board to meet with the com- 
munity to establish a plan for a center/ 
organization to replace GLCCE on 
August 1, 2004. The interim board has 
met eight times over the past month, 
and met with over 45 members of the 
LGBT community at Edmonton City 
Hall on Monday, April 12 for a Town 
Hall Presentation and discussion. The 
board presented an ambitious conceptual 
business plan which was put together 
after input from members of the com- 
munity via a meeting with the advisory 
group, input from the general member- 
ship of GLCCE, and research carried 
out by the board. 

The vision for this plan is to provide 
a multifunctional resource centre 
designed to house essential services 
related to health, education, human ser- 
vices and social needs of the LGBT 
(lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans) com- 
munity and their families, friends and 
allies in Edmonton. 

The goal is to integrate LGBT self- 
governance with supports from various 
levels of government, along with guid- 
ance from existing corporate and human 
services sector leaders, to most efficiently 
achieve its objectives to provide quality 
services to its identified minority 
(>60,000) community and the greater 
Edmonton community at large. 

This plan involves the establishment 
of one umbrella organization whose 
responsibilities are to oversee the func- 
tioning of four corporations, each of 
these addressing specific needs identified 
as important by our community. The 


Pride Centre of Edmonton 


by Kathy Da Silva, Interim Co-Chair, GLCCE 


working name suggested by the board 
for the umbrella organization as the 
planning proceeds is Pride Centre of 
Edmonton. 

Pride Health and Human Services 
Clinic, Pride Education and Career 
Services, Pride Cultural Services and 
Pride, the Charity are the four cor- 
porations that the board would like to 
establish to address the specific needs 
identified as significant to the com- 
munity. A brief overview of the purpose 
for each corporation follows: 


Pride Health and Human Services Clinic 

A facility staffed by MDs, Psychiatrist, 
RNs, Clinical Psychologist, Social Worker, 
other Allied Health Professionals and 
medical receptionists to meet the pro- 
fessional health needs of the LGBT 
community and their families to be co- 
supported by volunteer-run self-help 
groups, peer-counselling, focus groups 
and mentoring programs (many of 
which are currently in place and func- 
tioning well in the diverse subgroups of 
the LGBT community). An important 
task of the Health team will be to advo- 
cate on behalf of LGBT members accessing 
Hospital/Institutional services, homecare, 
palliative care, eldercare and criminal 
justice to ensure they are treated appro- 
priately, and caregivers in those settings 
are provided necessary instruction. The 
clinic will follow a not-for-profit format 
and any funds earned beyond operating 
and expansion of services costs to be 
made available to projects outside the 
scope of the clinic through Pride Charities. 


Pride Education and Career Services 
Continuing and expanding current edu- 
cational programs and events related to 


article continues on page 16... 
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GOLF TOURNEY 2004 


The Womonspace Fifth Annual Golf Classic 
July 17th, Country 9 Golf Course, Bashaw, AB 
Come out and dyke up the golf course at Bashaw this 
July! We have the whole course, so our goal is to get 100 
women out—no experience necessary for fun, camping 
and great company, and even golf! 


Cost: $60/members, $75/non-members 


Includes weekend camping, green fee, Saturday night BBQ/bonfire, and 
great prizes. Golf clubs and cart rental extra. 


Camping from Thursday, July 15th to Tuesday, July 20th. 


REGISTRATION FORM (DEADLINE IS JULY 2ND!) 


' 
' 


: Name(s) 


t 
; 
' (include all names, 
whether singles, 
golfing buadies, or 
: foursomes. Indicate 
! main contact with 

H an asterisk * ) 


Email address Phone number 


: Level of golf experience: (beginner (Jamateur (J pro 

Tee off preference: [J AM (more experienced golfers) 

(J pM (less experienced golfers) 

Do you have a golfing buddy or foursome? (Jsingle (J buddy (J team 
PRE-REGISTER BY JULY 2ND TO GUARANTEE YOUR TEE TIME! 


7 FEES* ($25 deposit per golfer required by July 2nd) 

golfing, camping, and BBQ (members) - $60.00 
golfing, camping, and BBQ (non-members) - $75.00 
camping and BBQ only - $30.00 ($25 for vegetarians) 


veggie meal required 


cart rental reservation 


*Cheque or money order payable to: Womonspace, Box 128 Main P.O., 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 3K4 


: Once you register, the tournament organizer, Carol Cattell, will be in touch via 
email with further details. Any questions? Contact Carol at ccattell@shaw.ca 


See map to Bashaw on page 17. 
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GEM\N\ Gnai \-r2\) 
You'll be literally running into people you 
havent seen in a long time. Some of these 
encounters will be great, while others you 
couldn't care less. You will need to be pleasant 
though. Even though it is not evident to you 
at the moment, everyone has a reason to be 
in yout life whether close to your heart or not. 

CANCER. Gurz2—ulz2) 
Persuasion comes very aan to you this 
month, as your confidence is at an all time 
high. You'll get the girl (or keep her); you'll 
ace an interview and your weekends will be 
extremely eventful. 

LB Cu|za—auogz2) 

You have sat many times and pictured the 
perfect life. This dream has now materialized 
and you are a very happy gitl. When you are 
content, you sparkle and the world wants to 
be near you to get some of that positive 
energy. 

NR4ZO (uozs—sepz2) 
As your name is listed under ‘pack rat’ in 
the dictionary, circumstances have presented 
themselves that this long-lived habit of 
yours will be serving very little purpose in 
the near future. You’re going to need this 
extra space for a very good reason... 

LIBRA (sepz3—ectz3) 
Solitude and reflection is key for you right 
now. You've reached a crossroads in some 
very significant area in your life. Even if you 
decide to put it off, circumstances won't let 
that happen. 

SCORPIO (OC T2-4—NoOva!) 

A gentler side of you is surfacing. You'll be 
laughing more and reacting less. Single or 


hmm! 


open-minded. 


not, females will be coming out of the wood- 
work and flocking to your side as this new 
you is very becoming. 
SAAT TARIUS Gnov2z2—dec2|) 

You are highly intuitive this month. You'll 
be thinking of someone for no reason and 
there they'll be. Your phone will ring and 
you'll know who it is. You'll accept invita- 
tions that feel right and turn down ones 
that for some reason dont feel right. This is 
an excellent time to make that important 
decision that needs to be done. 

CAPRICORN Gecz2—ant9) 
If you're thinking about making your 
home or yard a home for an additional 
animal, or including an animal in your life, 
now's the purrfect time. Animals love 
nurturing and you have lots to give. 

ARVARIUS Ganzo—feb\a) 
Rekindling a connection with an old flame 
will be very satisfying for you. She is some- 
one you need at this time. Whether it goes 
further than a friendship will be entirely up 
to you. She wont mind either way. 

DSCEs Ceba—mav2e) 
Even if you're not a camping kinda girl, 
you're going to be asked to go. GO! The 
fresh air, sense of freedom and company 
crowd will be very good for you. 

ARIES CMAR2|—APRI) 

Baseball, hardball, ball hockey, football... 
either playing or watching, this is what you 
need to be doing more than anything else 
this month. You will have a blast and so will 
others around you. 


ASTROSCOPES 


TAURUS 


Even though you may not be an open book, your actions 
and words reveal more than you know. Someone is paying 
close attention and may approach you. Be prepared and 


by Rainbow 


apy Ze cane Br ad 
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Edmonton Vocal Minority presents 


Sunday, 20 June 2004 
3:00 PM 
McDougall United Church 


with 
Notre Dame des Bananes 
& 
Sheila Wright piano 
John Mahon clarinet 
Jennifer Bustin violin 


Tickets: $15/$10 (low income) 
Earth's General Store (10832 Whyte Avenue) 

The Front Page (10356 Jasper Avenue) 

TIX on the Square (3 Sir Winston Churchill Square) 
(780) 479 2038 ~ sing@evmchoir.com 


mw WE 


Douglas Design 


ed 


Select Framing Inc. 


We can help: 


“When all you want to spend....is Edmonton Physical 


Therapy Clinic Ltd. 


10848 Jasper Avenue 
Tel: 428-688 | 


more time at home” 


8606 - 118 Avenue 
Edmonton 
780.413.8250 


No doctor’s referral required. 
WCB and CRP funded. 
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Community news 


LGBT issues in classrooms, campuses, 
religious institutions, in the workplace 
and community. Job readiness and men- 
torship programs will be more fully 
developed. The current LGBT Resource 
Library will continue to expand and an 
art gallery/cultural archives will be devel- 
oped. Science and research projects will 
be housed in the education wing. Under 
this sector of the organization will fall 
much of the volunteer development and 
management related to community 
events (fundraising) along with a com- 
munity calendar of events (ie. website 
and poster boards) and networking reg- 
istries. Special focus will be given to the 
thriving Youth Understanding Youth, 
and youth service organization outreach 
programs. Health-related education will 
utilize skills, human resources and prod- 
ucts from both the education volunteers 
and Health clinic professionals. Under 
this umbrella, projects will be developed 
and implemented using project specific 
grants from Pride, the Charity and other 
funding agencies. 


Pride Cultural Services 

Designed to incorporate long-term 
financial stability for the overall organi- 
zation and house under one roof retail 
and recreational services identified as 
important to Edmonton LBGT individ- 
uals. A comfy casual smoke/alcohol free 
sitting area for mingling/networking 
will be surrounded by businesses offered 
by LGBT entrepreneurs (employees and 
allies) such as a bookstore, snack and 
coffee vender, lawyer/criminal justice 
and paralegal services, hair & aesthetics, 
clothing store, music store, small group 
movie/video games room, tax/accountant, 
Justice of the Peace, card/flower shop, 
and other conveniences. Royalties from 
these user-paid services will be made 
available to Pride, the Charity. 


Pride Centre 


24.3 


a 


of Edmonton... continued from page 12. 


Pride, the Charity 

This is the fundraising vehicle, stimu- 
lating and motivating through charitable 
events and campaigns to bring awareness 
to the community at large and finance 
programs in-house, providing donors 
with tax receipts. 

Yes, this is an ambitious plan! It is 
not set in stone. Consultation will con- 
tinue. Buy-in is increasing across the 
community as evidenced by comments 
in the discussion after the town hall and 
written comments collected via a com- 
ment sheet. All of the chosen names have 
been nuanced and registered temporarily 
to hold them for 90 days. The board is 
encouraging members of the community 
to provide input via the GLCCE website 
(www.freenet.edmonton.ab.ca/glece/) 
and get involved. Our next step Is setting 
in place the mortar and bricks of these 
corporations to ensure success. This 
means going after federal, provincial 
and municipal dollars, some of which 
have already been set aside for projects 
concerning the health and well being of 
LGBT individuals across Canada. This 
money does exist and it is substantial. 
The board will take responsibility for 
securing such funding. Finding an 
appropriate building to house the four 
corporations is also an essential step. 
The board will pursue this within days of 
obtaining papers approving the Charity 
and the other three corporations. 

These are significant times for the 
LGBT community in Edmonton and, 
indeed, Alberta. Those at the Town Hall 
commented in amazement at the amount 
of progress made by the interim board 
over the past month. There are those in 
the community who would like to see the 
consultation process take several more 
months. The overall consensus from the 
group at the Town Hall is to proceed, 
propelled by the momentum and 
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Community news 


Pride Centre of Edmonton. . . 


continued. 


enthusiasm that is clearly evident in the 
community and among board members 
at this point. We live in a culture of 
immediacy. People want action, not ideas. 
The board intends to continue listening 
to the wishes of the community in a 
myriad of ways, and at the same time 
implement the plan with whatever modi- 
fications appear necessary. Those of you 
interested in learning more about the 
town hall are asked to click on the hyper- 
link in the web site to the Town Hall 
Power Point presentation. A list of com- 
ments from those at the Town Hall will 
also be accessible through the GLCCE 
web site. Stay in touch as the GLBT com- 
munity creates history in Edmonton! 
Centre hours are being maintained and 
volunteers are always appreciated to 
maintain services in the interim. Please 
contact us if you would like to help out. 

The board would like to express 
appreciation to Edmonton City Councilor 
Michael Phair for arranging the use of 
the Heritage Room for the first Town 
Hall. Dates for upcoming Town Halls 
will be posted on the GLCCE website.v 
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vibes, silicone dills, lubes, latex 


Celebration & 
Empowerment of 
Women s Sexuality 


Mail order catalogue $5 
Secure online shopping 
Store open 7 days a week 
Express shipping 


896 Commercial Drive, Vancouver BC 
T: 604.254.2543 

Toll Free: 1.888.WYM. WARE 

www. Wwomynsware.com 


Womiyns Wares 


ee UIN TRAVEL 


Eaton Centre 
429-2233 


TOLL FREE: 1-888-255-0515 


OFFERING THE ALTERNATIVES 
YOU WANT 


FOR THE HOLIDAY 
YOU DESERVE! 


email us at 
corinne@algonquintravel.com 
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Community news 


Beyond Orlando 
Interview with Jackie Dumas 
by Suzanne Dawson 


When did Orlando officially close 
its doors, and why? 

October 2002. I had opened in the 
Spring of 1994 on Whyte Avenue 
between 106 and 107 Street, which 
was a great location. Then, in 1998, 
the building’s new owner put us ina 
position where we had to choose 
between closing or moving. We chose 
to move. In short, sales went down 
and the store never recovered from the 
move. Other factors were involved, 
of course, including changes in the 
book industry as a whole. 

Shortly after Orlando’s closed, you 
opened up The Orlando Corner in 
Audrey’s Books. What type of inven- 
tory does The Orlando Corner carry 
vis-a-vis Audrey’s? 

The Orlando Corner is made up of 
Queer titles, including Lesbian and 
Gay ones; a Globalization or anti- 
capitalist section; Cultural Studies; 
Feminisms; Literary Theory—about 
nine or ten sections on the main floor 
of Audrey’s. Through the Orlando 
Corner, Audrey’s also organizes 
readings and book launches. 

How has life changed for you since 
the closing of Orlando Books? 

I still miss Orlando Books, the people 
who used to come in regularly, the 
atmosphere, the fact that it was a les- 
bian space that included others, and 
not the other way around. But now 
I just go home at the end of the day 
and don’t have the 24-hour burden 
of the bookstore, especially the finan- 
cial worries. 


You're no longer going to be working 
at Audrey’s Books. What is your next 
new adventure? 

I’m still working for Audrey’s, but 


from home—arranging readings and 
ordering new titles for The Orlando 
Corner. But I'll be working Monday to 
Friday for Margot Cross at Athabasca 
Books. Athabasca is a wonderful used 
bookstore in Old Strathcona with no 
technology (she doesn’t even have a 
cash register) and with very civilized 
hours—it doesn’t open until 11 AM 
during the week. So Iam back working 
in my community and I can walk to 
work. 

I understand you’re a writer as well as 
a business woman. Are you working 
on a writing project now? 

Yes, ’m working on another novel. 
My plan ts to continue working on 
it in the mornings before going to 
work.¥ 
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resource directory 


arts 


Circle Dance First Wednesday of the month, 7 pM 
at Southminster-Steinhauer United Church, 


10740-19 Ave. Call Ann at 435-2288. 


Edmonton Vocal Minority Mixed voice choir. Call 


479-2038 or visit www.evmchoir.com 


Women's Drumming and Goddess Chanting Circle First 
Wednesday of every month, 7:30 PM. Call 
Debra at 436-8415. 


athletics 
Curling with Pride No previous experience required. 


Call Lance at 479-2038 or |_d_a@telus.net. 
Visit http://members.shaw.ca/curlingwithpride 


Lacrosse League Ladies drop-in. Wednesdays 
9:30-10:30 PM at Westmount Fitness Centre’s 
big gym, 12840-109 Ave. Beginners are wel- 
come! Please join us for fun and fitness! Call 


Helen Brooks at 454-4753. 


Making Waves Swim (lub Mondays 8:30 pM and 
Thursdays 7:30 PM at NAIT Swimming Pool. 
Call Jan at 454-9987 or makingwaves_edm@ 
yahoo.com 

Northern Titans Mixed bowling league looking for 
new members. We bow] for fun! Saturdays 


5-7 PM at Gateway Lanes until April. 
Contact Joy or Kelsi at 922-4302. 


churches 


Affirm United support group for members of 
the United Church of Canada. Call Therese 
at 446-6176 (confidential voicemail). 


Dignity Edmonton For gay, lesbian and bisexual 
Roman Catholics and friends. Call Bernard 
at 451-1794 or Joseph at 481-4218, trainlvr@ 
compusmart.ab.ca 


Lambda Christian Community Church A safe and healing 
space for LGBT Christians and friends. 
Service at 7 PM Sunday at Garneau United 
Church, 11148-84 Ave. Call 887-8611 


Wwww.members.shaw.ca/lambdachurch/ 


Lutherans Concerned A spiritual community for 
GLBT and straight people gathering monthly 
for worship, sharing and friendship. 
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List your organization or event here. Call 482-1794 or womonspace@hotmail.com 
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Individual support, resources and a safe 
space for spiritual questions. Call 426-0905, 
lcedmonton@Icna.org 


McDougall United Church Welcomes people of all 


sexual orientations. Sundays at 10:30 AM at 
10086 McDonald Dr. Call 428-1818. 


Southminster-Steinhauer United Church Welcomes all 
sexual orientations and is an affirming United 
Church. Sundays at 10 AM at 10740-19 Ave. 
Call the church office at 435-2028 or Debbie 
at 987-4974. 

Unitarian Church of Edmonton Worship and services 
of union. Sundays at 9:30 AM and 11:15 AM 


at 12530-110 Ave. Call 454-8073, uce@ 
compusmart.ab.ca 


community action 


AGAPE A focus group set up to consider issues in 
relation to sex-and-gender differences and 
schooling. Contact andre.grace@ualberta.ca 
or kris.wells@shaw.ca 

Edmonton Pride Week Society Coordinating the 
annual Pride Festival in Edmonton. 
www.prideedmonton.org 


hangouts for lesbians 

Cafe Mosaics: 10844 Whyte Ave; Organic 
Roots Cafe: 8225-112 St; Prism: 10524- 
101 St; The Roost: 10345-104 St 
leisure groups 


Breakfast (lub Second Sunday of the month. 
Call Robin at 418-1609 before evening of 
the Friday before to ensure your reservation. 


Edmonton Women Social activity group meets 
monthly. Call Tracy at 619-9723. 


Inside/OUT A new network and social organi- 
zation tor LGBTQ faculty, graduate students 
academic, and support staff of the UofA. 
Straight allies also welcome. Contact Marjorie 
Wonham at mwonham@ualberta.ca or Kris 
Wells at kwells@ualberta.ca for details. 


OUTreach For LGBT students, staff and faculty 
at U of A. Tuesdays 5 pM, Athabasca Hall. 


www.ualberta.ca/~outreach/ 
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resource directory 


The Imperial Sovereign Court of the Wild Rose Last 
Wednesday of the month, 8 pM, The Garage, 
10244-106 St. wildrosecourt@yahoo.com 


radio 


Gaywire Lesbian, gay and bisexual news, 
interviews and music. Thursdays 6-7 PM on 
CJSR 88.5 FM. 

support services 

Alcoholics Anonymous Gay and lesbian meetings. 
Call 424-5900. 


Bisexual Support Group GLCCE, last Wednesday of 


the month, 7:30 pm. Contact bipride@telus.net 


Bisexual Women’s Coffee Group Meets the third Monday 
of the month at a bi-friendly location. Contact 
bweotfeegroup@yahoo.ca 


Edmonton Rainbow Business Association Call Bill at 422-6207. 


continued 


GLEE Gay and Lesbian Community Centre, 
9912-106 St. Drop-in, peer counselling and 
library. 7-10 pM. Call 488-3234 or info@glece.org 


PFLAG/T Support for parents, families and 
friends of LGBT. Third Tuesday of the 
month 7:30 pM at GLCCE. Call Lynne at 
462-5958 or pflag@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


True Spirit North Transgender/Transsexual Support 
Last Tuesday of the month, 7:30 pM at GLCCE. 
Call 4054134. www.members.shaw/ca/truespirit/ 


Yours, Mine, Ours 6 Us Support group for LGBT 
parents, co-parents and partners. Call Garry 
at 426-6311. 

Youth Understanding Youth Social and support group 


for LGBT age 25 and under. Saturdays 7-9 PM 
at GLCCE. Contact yuyedm@hotmail.com 


Classifieds 


accommodations 
Shared accommodation. $350/month plus 
1/3 utilities. Call Sherri at 475-1502. 


Looking for roommate to share condo/ 
townhouse in Claireview. Clean, non-smoker, 
no pets please. Rent $450.00, includes utili- 
ties. Please call 920-7958 for more info. 


Pine Trails Getaway near Pigeon Lake. Open 
year round with cabins, hiking, x-country 
skiing, skating and more. Call Geri 586-0002. 
Seashell Housekeeping Units. Down East 
Nova Scotia Hospitality by Marie & Nan. 
June 15—Oct 15. (902) 224-1563 

Quiet country vacation cabins near Jasper, 
AB. Open year round. Call Mary or Carol toll 
free 1-866-8 17-9700/www.oldentrance.ab.ca 


opportunities 

Enjoy oral pleasures with safety. Planned 
Parenthood Edmonton sells dental dams. 
Five flavours are available at the cost of $2 
each. Call 423-3737 during office hours, 
Monday to Friday. 


Should you pay more to rent than to own? No 
down payment required. For more informa- 
tion, phone Sylvia MacKinnon at 459-2000. 
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Classified ad deadline is § pm on May roth. Three lines max. Free to members, $s to non-members. Contact womonspace @hotmail.com 


For Sale: Extra lean ground beef and bulk 
beef from certified organic farm. Call (780) 
764-2319 or email blumkad@telusplanet.net 
for details. 

Seeking Participants: Imagine a safe school 
for GLBT Youth. Out Is In is a project aimed 
at confronting homophobia in, and out of, 
school. We are looking for youth partici- 
pants (under age 25) for an interactive 
display for Pride Week 2004. E-mail Kristy 
at outisin@ualberta.ca or call Andre at 
492-0767. 

We're looking for people to work with who 
want to make extra income part-time. Call 
1-913-385-6376 for a 3 minute overview, 
then 465-7468 for more details. 


personals 


Can the person who left a message about 
interviewing please contact womonspace@ 
hotmail.com asap. 


Do you play chess? I’m a new Edmontonian 
who'd like to meet some new friends while 
playing chess. Contact Bev at 489-7806 or 
yungleesang@hotmail.com 
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JULIE C: LLOYD 
_ Barrister © Solicitor’: 


950. Canada Western Bank Place 
10303 Jasper Avenue 

Edmonton, Alberta T5J 3N6 

(78Q) 442-4417 


soy sin Se 


0 a6 @ membership form 
( Confidentiali ty Assured) 


Name(s) 
Address 
City Postal Code 


Phone E-mail 
12 month membership fee: 


$20/single or $30/couple (with one newsletter) 
$15/associate (Friehds of Womonspace; newsletter only) 


Cheque or money order payable to: Womonspace, Box 128 Main P.O., Edmonton, Alberta 
TSJ 3K4 Phone: (780) 482-1794 (low income available) 


+ New Member J Renewal 1) Associate 
4 I would like to be a volunteer | 
Please mail my newsletter to my home Total Peioced: 
J I will pick up the newsletter at dances and events | $ 

I would not like to be a volunteer at dances and events 
4-1 would like to receive a-copy of the Womonspace Constitution 


oO 


ee ee ee ee ee ee a a a en ee ee ee ee ee 
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Yearly - $30 
p< Platinum - $100 (1 year of free cover anytime 
R the Ve : except New Years Eve and our Aids Benefit) 
OOSE")\ 4h 


After the ~ Sunday - $2.00 (except Platinum Members) 


Womonspace | Members - Before 10 pm - Free 
dance, the Roost : After 10 pm (weekdays) - $1.00 
is offering free : After 10 pm (weekends) - $4.00 
cover fo anyone : 
who submits a a Non-Members - Before 10 pm - $2.00 


ticket stub to the After 10 pm (weekdays) - $4.00 
door staff. After 10 pm (weekends) - $6.00 


(Although there is free cover until 


rein) \) ENS A 10345 - 104 Steet 


there is no womonspace dance in may... 


saturday.june.19 
9 PM to 71 AM 


WOMONSPACE UNITY DANCE 


veemark your calendars now for the party of the year! 


~ 


Alberta Avenue Hafl 
Call 482-1794 to volunteer. 


